Lesson Plan Title: Of Mice and Men – The Life of…
NEH Steinbeck Institute Lesson Plan
Elisha Wells, Salisbury, Missouri
2011 Institute

Date:  8/31/11

Grade Level / Subject: English I

Concept / Topic To Teach:  Background development – pre-reading exercise 

Standards Addressed:

Reading 1Fa 


access prior knowledge

Writing 2Ba-d


compose text with strong, controlling idea, relevant, specific 




details, complex ideas, and freshness of thought

Information Literacy 2A
analyze, evaluate and describe the elements of messages projected 




in various media (pictures)
General Goal:
Students will analyze pictures of women, migrant workers, ranch bosses, tools, etc. during the 1930s and create a written report of what the life or use of their specific group might be.  
Specific Objectives:

1. students will be able to use visual images to make predictions.

2. students will be able to compose written text analyzing visual images.    

Required Materials:
English binder

Of Mice and Men
pencil/pen

images from www.steinbeckinstitute.org, our facebook images, movie images, library of congress

Bell Ringer:

To start class and prepare them for the following assignment, the students will have a picture on the board that they must analyze for body language, facial expression, situation, etc.  They will write a journal entry discussing these things, using prior knowledge to makes predictions about what the picture is about.  
Anticipatory Set (Lead-In):
Once the journal is complete, we will discuss their answers as a class.  I will make a list on the board of all the ideas the students come up with and then I will explain the background of the picture.  We’ll discuss the accuracy of their predictions.  I will then present them with the pre-reading project for Of Mice and Men.

Step-By-Step Procedures:

1.) Bell Ringer - discuss

2.) Divide the class into groups of two or three.

3.)  Let each group pick the topic/images they want to analyze (women, migrant workers, ranch boss, farm tools, elderly, etc.).  

4.)  The group should then make a list of characteristics that seem to represent the visuals.

5.)  Use the list of characteristics to write a short report on the life or use of visuals during the 1930s.

6.)  Present their information to the class.

7.)  Discuss as a class and make corrections or additions to information.      

Plan For Independent Practice:

The students will have a written assignment that allows them to sum up the whole of what they have learned from their classmates.  They would need to summarize what they have learned and to generalize about life during the 1930s.

Closure (Reflect Anticipatory Set):

We will discuss their findings about life during the 1930s.

Assessment Based On Objectives:
Assessment could be evaluated from their independent practice and from a final exam on the novel. 

Adaptations (For Students With Learning Disabilities):

Students with learning disabilities could get assistance from captions on the pictures, a list of already provided characteristics, or possibly matching a list of characteristics for individual pictures.

Possible Connections To Other Subjects:

This topic could be related to the photography and history class.  In photography they learn how to analyze a shot and the purpose of an image.  The history class would be helpful in identifying information about the 1930s such as causes and outcomes.  
